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IAPAN'S ofed will
an additional 4.8 billion yen (RU mil-
lion) from funds to p
more t:hnllnlupa far foreign students
wanting to study in Japan. 'Ihebndgel for
scholarships stands at 30.6 hillion yen.
From the start of the new academic
usxm in_April the ministry hopes to
scholarships for 6.900 foreign
ts — 527 more than they sponsored
this year. The 37.000 other foreign stu-
dents ed next year will be sup-
ported by funds from various sources
including their own governments, em-
ployers and. in the majority of cases, from
their own pockets.
The steady increase in the number of
foreigners studying in Japan over the past
10 years is expected to allow the ministry
to meet its target of 100.000 foreign
students by the end of the decade.
But the ministry has been v.'mmscd for
increasing the quantity of f

OVERSEAS

Yen for foreign scholars

Japan is on target for 100,000 overseas

students by the year 2000. John Greenlees

looks at the high cost of studying there

f
living is highest and accommodation har-
dest to find.
A recent survey of living arrangements
revealed that 80 per cent live in pm'aic

poor learning facilil.lcs and unimaginative

C " 1 &
hpﬂﬂe mdusuy and finance hu
d to busi-
NESS COUTSES. AthuilUm-cmtym
Tokyo, 34 of 92 first year students who
carolled for the university’s graduate
business course are from overseas, Wase-
da, whldlnoncofthcouunlrysmost

hing at many J
New Zealander Alan Neil said his three
)'cluln Japan had allowed him to lcarmn

rooms, § per cent in dormitories p
by publlc mpnmmms and mly 12 per
cent in university

Thm: is growing concern “that many

without improving the qualit; of condi-
tions in which they have to live and study
A severe shortage of

d are | g Japan with
lu:gauw: experiences, md the govern-
ment has been urged to case the problem

and to observe how the
lenncse live and work. “But from a
formal lcarning point of view the stay had
been a disappointing one.™

American student Lucy Hamilton
agreed that most lectures are uninspiring
and that, I:k: Japancse studcnts, many

means many spend a great deal of mnr,
and moncy. finding somewhere to live.
Most of them end up sharing cramped
‘ooms some distance from their universi-

ics.

The high cost of food and™ *'ravel
srovides additional burd with some
students forced to take part-time jobs 1o
nake ends meet.

Most problems are experienced by the
20.000 foreign students studying at
miversities in Tokyo. where the cost.of

b’ ¥ idi g more d B and
financial support. 2

Those fortunate 1o win ministry scho-
larships receive stipends that cover the
cost of tuition, lodgings, meals and a
return air-ticket between Japan and their
home country.

The sdwnh:shlps also cmb&: b

g have been Quick to skip
classes.

“Japancse hlghct cducmon she said,

“is too textb and lect g d for

gious p ies, also has
50 forei e ched 10
its bumcss school.

The lack of enthusiasm for postgradu-
ate courses among Japancse students
leaves many vacancies for foreign stu-
dents. At the Tokyo Institute of Technol-
ogy. a national university which special-
ises in science and engineering courses,
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Despite recent increases, the number
l’rucn Wmﬂn munlrms remains low,
b Ihe num-
ber of J; ¥ lying in the
West and Western students studym' g in
Japan. More than 25,000 Japanese stu-
dents are in the United States while fewer
than 3,000 American students are in
Japan.

A more balanced “brain-trade™ is one
of the aims of the government's policy of
internationalising universities.

Once their courses have been com-
pleted many foreign students try to re-
main in Japan to work for Japanese
companies. The Sanwa Research Insti-
tute reports that 34 per cent of the foreign
students it interviewed would like to find
jobs in Japan.

Companies, faced with labour shor-
tage, are keen to recruit foreign gradu-
ates. A record 800 forcign graduates of
Japanese universities were hired last year.
Graduam wir.h foreign language skills,

e

around 30 per cent of the d
undemkmg doctoral courses are from

CDII.I'!C! at vocational schools have also

students used to more pramnl and
discussion-type learning.™
An analysis of the courses followed by

1o take i ge les-
sons prior to cnmllmg for their formal
degree courses.

Alarecent forfi
in Tokyo. speakers also complmned of

in Japan last year shows
lhn!Zﬁpetcemwcremmalsaem,Zl
per cent in humanitics, 20 per cent in
engincering, 6 per cent in home econo-
mics, 5 per cent in agriculture and S per
cent in medicine.

popular with fomgn smdcm.\.
icularly those from develop

ies where grad with know-
lﬂlpo“npnnsndvmmdlodlmlogyam
in considerable demand.

A ministry survey of the origins of
Japan’s foreign students shows that 90 per
cent are from ncarby Asian countrics,
including China, South Korea and
Taiwan.

and b r arc
particularly useful to the growing numbcl
of J with
operations.

But although the revised Immigration
Law makes it casier for foreign students
to remain in Japan, there is still a
reluctance to issuc work permits to large
numbers of forcign nationals. Govern-
ment officials say the skills of Japan's
foreign graduates are badly ded in
their own countrics and that the country
wants to avoud exploiting the intellectual

talent other countries.

A self-taught
sociologist

BY GEOFF TANSEY

VLADIMIR YADOV i an optimist. A
fricndly. cigarette smoking profes-
sor, he is the kind of person who
sees crises as times of opportunity.
This is just as well since. as
director of the Institute of Sociolo-
zv of the Academy of Sciences of
the Soviet Union and president of
the Soviet Sociological. Associa-
tion, he faces a tough challenge.
“The higher education system is
spen for changes. improvement
ind modernisation - ideologically
and politically,” he says. “There
e no restrictions. It is up to
particular institutions 10 organise
zducation. to invite professors,
2stablish new courses,”
Sociology faces particular prob-
ems. having been virtually ban-
ned for much of the history of the
soviet Union. Most people there
see sociologists as opinion poll-
sters. because only the applied.
:mpirical aspects of it were offi-
sally approved and used for sur-
scy work in social planning.
But his gencration of broad-
:nscd sociologists are a “peculiar
", he says. “coming mostly rrurn

“Now many sociologists are en-
gaged in political life.” he says,
certainly many more than from
other academic disciplines. He
reels off a list of names advising
republic leaders. like Tara Star-
ovoitova, & professor of sociology
from Leningrad and expert on
ethnic relations who advises presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin. “But we must
be visible not only in politics but as
scientists.” This depends on the
professional quality of the
sociologists — and with most of the
professionals busy in politics, they
need new blood.

In Manchester to lecture at a
12-week summer school for 20
young Soviet sociologists, Profes-
sor Yadov said British universities
were playing a crucial role in
laying firm intellectual founda-
tions for young Soviet sociologists.
“They will come back knowing
what sociology means. Morcover.
the people attending, from a wide
range of republics, develop a net-
work which will be important in
the future devclopment in the
country.”

There is now an active Moscow
club for the British summer school

‘hllcwph} and therel
erested in general social 'phlloso
shy not just empirical studies™.
viost were sell-taught from books
hat became available in the
<hrushchev liberalisation of the
-arly 1960s.

Professor Yadov was the only
soviel sociologist to study abroad
hen, when as one of 20 exchange
tudents from a range of disci-
slines, he came to the department
if social amthropology and sociol-

! which is planning a
conference in Moscow on modern
and post-modern society. This in-
tensive short-course training may
be more valuable than long-term
overseas training. he believes: of
about 100 students 10 go on
courses in the JS recently. no
more than five have returned and
he fears too many will be tempted
to stay on abroad,

Professor Yadov is reluctant to
pwdlcl the lu!urc for higher
but is d that the

gy at Manchester Uni fora

wo terms on social psychology.

In the Brezhnev era, this gen-
‘ration with both theoretical and
wactical interests worked on.
fien in different guises. Today.
iis Iricnds actively engage in the
solitics of perestroika and reshap-
ng the Soviet Union.

republics have agm:d to keep an

all-union central higher education
ruling body. This will allow repub-
lics that lack specialisms in their
universities to send students to
other republics for education with-
out having 10 pay more.

A Prof; Yadov

talks to
the man
atthe
heart of
Soviet
social
science

Viadimir Yadov:
born optimist
which teach, and the Academies
of Sciences. which do research.
The new method of funding
h\ghcr education may threaten
d. al studies whether in
philosophy, sociology or natural
sciences, he believes. Under the

munist Party central commitlee
decided to treat the subject as a
normal science.

As central controls break down
and universities go their own
ways, cxisting sociology depart-
menu are behaving differeptly. In

new system, will de-
pend upon money they earn. This
will come from two sources — the
state as in the past but also private
sources, like industrics, minis-
trics, and the cmerging private
sector. Students will be state-
funded after passing the exams or
be sponsored by industry or other
sectors.

He is concerned about the quali-
ty of sociology teaching, since

would welcome, is linking the
traditionally separate universitics,

logy facultics and depart-
ments only

, for ple, staff are
open, keen to invite foreign spe-
cialists and people from the

Academy. In Leningrad, how-
ever, the lecturers are not
sociologists, and only

on techniques and methods of
empirical research.

Basic rescarch in the Academy
of Sciences is also in danger since
there is no union budget for it
One solution may be to tum the
Soviet Academy of Sciences into a
<l oy ik

want all the institutes presently
under the Academy.

These institutes are often huge,
with hundreds of staff. His own,
for instance, has about 300 profes-
sional and 50 technical staff. The
Russians favour smaller core staffs
with others hired on short-term
contracts for specific projects.

Professor Yadov favours such a
move, seeing it as part of the same
process as in the rest of Soviet
society — entering a market socicty
which must come 1o terms with
science.

“But I'm optimistic: pcople with
initiative will go up and those
without or who are poor sociolog-
ists will lose. That is gaod. not
bad.” It will be an interesting

sities from 1988, M thc Com-

y of
he believes the Russians do not

iological study to see if that
optimmuptmcdﬂ'ghl

Albanian
genocide
charge

BY VERA RICH

ALBANIAN STUDENTS, dissatisfied
with their poor living conditions
and with the slow tempo of prog-
ress towards democracy. last week
staged a huge ~anti-
totalitarianism™ rally in Tirana
University’s freedom square.

The students. joined by lectur-
ers, sccondary school pupils and
members of the public. ritually
burned a portrait of former Stalin-
ist lcader, Enver Hoxha. They
demanded that his tomb be re-
moved from the national heroes’
cemetery. In future, said one
speaker, “democratic principles
will be our only idol™.

Nevertheless, the students do
no cnvisage a socicty without
heroes.  Already the Albanian
student movement has its own
“martyr for democracy. “rben
Broci, who was killed in a clash
with police in April this year.

His brother, Driton, was among
the speakers at the rally, and
stressed that “true democrats do
not demand revenge™ but only the
truc process of the law. It would be
wrong, he said. to replace one
class war with another.

But pro-democracy students are
not willing to simply forget the
past. They want proper legal
accounting. One speaker, Blendi
Gonxhe, described the charges of
“financial and material currup-
tion™ now being filed against offi-
cials of the former régime as
insufficient and “improper”.

Such people, he said, should
first be charged with genocide
against certain sectors of the Alba-
nian population - a crime which
exists in the Albanian legal code.

Mr Gonxhe also condemned
recent altempts in the Albanian
media to relate the pro-democracy
student movement, which began
in December last year. to political
partics and group interests.
Students would not allow them-
selves 1o be used for partisan

political purposes.



